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François Longuet and the Reading Mission 

by Lindsay Mullaney. 

After a year of researching Henry I, in association with the Reading Between the Lines production of the play Henry I of 

England,  I have returned to an earlier area of study: the effect on Reading of the French priests who came to Reading in the 

wake of the French Revolution. One of these was François Longuet, who would go on to found the Chapel of the 

Resurrection, Reading’s first purpose-built Catholic church since the Reformation and the fore-runner of all of Reading’s 

Catholic parishes. 

Longuet was a charismatic and sometimes controversial figure who built 

up relationships with many sections of society in Reading. He worked in 

the first Reading gaol, helped to found the Dispensary, the fore-runner of 

the Royal Berkshire Hospital, taught French and Latin to local students, 

such as Mr Blandy’s son, and formed friendships with non-Catholic 

ministers, helping to break down the walls of prejudice which had 

divided Reading since the Dissolution of the Abbey in 1539. 

Sadly Longuet’s work was cruelly cut short exactly 200 years ago, when 

he was attacked and murdered on the night of February 13th 1817, while 

returning to Reading from Wallingford, where he had collected his half 

year salary from a local family. The Reading Mercury reports of this 

event, and of the exhaustive police attempts to find the murderer, give a 

fascinating insight into Reading society of the time. The murder became 

a cause célèbre and was widely reported across the country, but despite 

every effort by the police and the arrest of various suspects  the 

murderer was never brought to justice. It is clear that he was widely 

mourned by the people of Reading, who had become very fond of this 

political exile who wrote of his great love for the people of England who 

had given him sanctuary. His story is of particular relevance today when 

Reading has become home to people from many areas of conflict who 

have gone on to make great contributions to the town. 

 

By using the Mission Records, the letters between Longuet and his bishop, William Poynter, contemporary accounts of the 

murder and the  subsequent correspondence between Longuet’s French family and the English clergy, I have built up a 

fascinating picture of early 19th century life in Reading. I hope that it will be of interest not just to the Catholic community but 

to anyone interested in Reading’s social history. The book is illustrated, including colour pictures, and has 112 pages. The cost 

is £8, or £10 including p&p if ordered through our website. 

***************************************************** 

We will be holding a launch party on Sunday 12th February at Saint James’ Church, in the Forbury, at 3.00 pm. This will 

include a presentation about Longuet and his work, followed by refreshments.  If you would like to attend please let us know 

in advance if at all possible to help with catering. 

I shall also be speaking about the book after Mass at St James’ and St William of York the following Sunday and the book will 

be on sale at the back of the church.  

If any local history groups would be interested in having a talk about the book and/or my research, I should be happy to hear 

from you. 

 

RSVP—almullaney@aol.com  or jgmulllaney@aol.com or scallopshellpress@yahoo.co.uk 

 

François Longuet. This sketch was copied from 

an original portrait in oils, now lost.                                      

It shows him as a typical young man of the 

revolutionary period and gives some hint of his 

strong character. 


